WHEELS
The Mayor, an Englishman elected by both sides in the
hope that he might be impartial, though his term of office
proved rather hectic, was present amongst the Reformers,
and duly congratulatory.
I suppose the salmon disagreed with him during the night.
Next morning he issued a pronunciamento declaring that
those Reformers had bribed every elector in the Thirteenth
Ward ... to vote for their candidate. . . . And they had.
§
I have re-recounted this incident with more apparent
cheerfulness than I felt about it at the time. Or than I feel
about it now. The same sort of thing is going on all the time
in all the countries through which our Route passes. And
it is one of the contributory causes to the decay of our civi-
lizations. It is not that honest men are lacking in our ranks;
it is that, outside perhaps England, which has a peculiar
political genius all its own, honest men have absolutely
no chance of making their voices heard or their influences
felt. There is in no country—not even in France—a Press
of any importance that will voice the honest man, since the
Presses of all countries, for reasons of mere economy, speak
in the interests of the interests that capitalize them. And
inevitably, "interests" cannot be honest. The vastness of
the sums of money that are to-day involved; the tendency of
humanity to say that if you rob in millions it is not robbery;
the temptation to tell yourself that if you obtain power
over millions of your compatriots you will exert your power
for good . . . all these things weigh too heavy in the
balance. And most fatal of all, all our electorates without
exception are forced to vote not for measures but for men.
And to appeal to electorates so vast, politicians, to be
successful, must employ methods that are fatal to their own
self-respect and to their own senses of honesty. The gentle-
man who supplied rotten pipes and chains to the public
buildings of his State was, in his own eyes, an honest, easy-
going citizen who expected if anything your applause;
the lawyer who went in public to extremes of taste in defence
of his client was at home a cultured and severe citizen;
a

